They're Here

First of new AC
locomotives rolls
out of Juniata

Conrail’s first batch of AC
locomaotives, 28 in all, are
beginning to roll out of the
Juniata Locomeotive Shops and
inter service around the
Conrail system. The first of the
units, Number 4100, was dedi-
cated December & at cere-
monies at Juniat.

The units — officially
known as the SDEOMAC —
were built by General Motors'
Electro-Muotive Division at its
LaGrange, Ill., plant and are
getting prep work and a new
Conrail blue and white paint
job at Juniata. They represent
e most dramatic advance in
railroad power tec

inology
since the change from steam
to diesel power neary a half-
century ago,

Early units are being fun-
neled into a training role o
familiarize train and engine
employees around the system
with the locomative's opernt
tions. Eventually the 25 units
will move into revenue ser
vice for the service groups —
six in Intermoddal, 14 in CORE,
andl eight in Unit Train.

The most unique feature of
the SDEOMAC is the significant
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increase in wheel-to-rail adhe-
sion made possible by the
altermating current 1echnology,
which gives the locomotives
the ability to provide greater
tractive effort with fewer
horseposver. As @ result, two
AC units are expected w be
able to perform an amount of
work equal 10 four existing
locomaotives. The locomotive
also is equipped with radial
trucks, which can conform 1o
curves in the track and help

increase wheel adhesion,
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